Korean From Zero! – Lesson G – Sound Change Rules

Basics

Level
When certain hangul are combined, their sounds can change in unexpected ways. In the
beginning, knowing these sound changes might not be as beneficial. However, you will
eventually learn some words with spellings that might confuse you as to their pronunciation.
You should look at this section from time to time to see if there are any new words you have
learned that have a unique sound change. We are only listing some of the common changes.

G-1. T-stops
When certain characters are used as a
they are converted to “T” sound. The “T Stop”
characters are , , , .
and
are also T sounds but since they are normally T
sounding they are left out of the examples.

1.
2.
3.
4.

(pronounced
(pronounced
(pronounced
(pronounced

)
)
)
)

When any T stop consonant is followed by

this one
late
how many?
to be good (see section G-9)
(

) then the T stop is cancelled.
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G-2.

followed by

When
is followed by a
in the next hangul character the sound moves into the
position and is pronounced as .

G-3. “S” to “SH” sound with
When
is combined with , , , ,
the “S” changes to an “SH” sound.
The sound REMAINS as “S” when combined with , , , , , , .

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

sausage
shirt
shopping
shampoo
super market
librarian
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G-4. “L” and “R” sound for

(

)

When there are two
back to back the sound is always “L”. When
is at the end of a
word it’s always an “L” sound. When
is at the beginning of a word it’s an “R” sound.

G-5.

(

) and

When a
is followed by a
a double “L” sound.

(

) combinations
OR the

is followed by

the combined sound changes to
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G-6. Silent

(double consonant)

As discussed in a prior lesson, sometimes one of the double consonants in a double
consonant is silent.

The double consonants you might see are

,

,

,

, and

.

G-7. Random CH sound when not expected
When
is followed by
the resulting sound is “CH”.
Similarly when
is followed by
the
changes to a “CH” sound.

1.
2.
3.

(pronounced
(pronounced
(pronounced

)
)

tip, end
together
to shut

)

G-8. The various sounds for
After lesson 6 you will learn about
verbs, and this sound change will be important
then.
tends to blend into the hangul character before it.
1. Soft
After you begin learning the
verbs you might feel that it’s RARE to hear
actually as HADA. It often sounds like
instead of
, or the H sound is weak.

1.
2.
3.

(sounds like
(sounds like
(pronounced

)
)
)

to study
to tell, to talk
to be simple
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2. Harder sound before
When consonants like
section G-9 also.

1.
2.

,

(sounds like
(sounds like

are followed by

)

they blend into a harder sound. See

to reply, to answer
to be kind

)

SUMMARY: Learning VS actual speaking is different.
When you are learning Korean, and you have a friend or teacher helping you they
might actually say
as “HADA” because they are saying it slow.
The

1.
2.

sound change is actually common with other words that start with

(sounds like
(sounds like

)
)

.

slowly
hello

G-9. Shift to hard sound after and before
When , , , or
counterparts , ,

are before or after
, and .

their sound shifts to their harder sound
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